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Title of Thesis: 
 
Fujian Lineage Organizations and Feng-shui in the Ming-Qing Period: Taking Various Problems related 
to Graveside Trees as Clues 
 
Summary of Thesis: 
 
This study considers various issues surrounding commemorative trees planted around tombs (fen-shu 
墳樹), as clues about how people’s geomantic beliefs were used in the Fujian region during the 
Ming-Qing Period, to permanently maintain lineage organizations. 
Active involvement in the burial site’s geomancy (feng-shui 風水) is often cited as one of the 
circumstances peculiar to the development of lineage organizations in the Fujian region, although not 
much attention has been paid to this activity within research on lineage organizations in Japan. In 
addition, Chinese studies on Fujian lineage organizations, conducted mainly at Xiamen University, 
acknowledge the role of feng-shui in creating and maintaining lineage organizations. However, most of 
the research conducted has not delved deeply into the matter. Moreover, much of the research on 
feng-shui has been conducted with the goal of explaining feng-shui itself and focuses on the relationship 
between feng-shui and lineage organizations in Southeast China, including Fujian. However, these 
studies have tended to focus on the ideological aspects of people’s geomantic beliefs and, for the most 
part, have not touched on the practical aspects of how people have used and abused these beliefs. 
In contrast, this study focuses on the activities of the Yang 楊 lineage living in Jian-an 建安 county, 
the Lo 羅 lineage living in Qing-liu 清流 county, and the Guo 郭 lineage of Fuzhou 福州, where 
fen-shu are believed to protect the feng-shui of burial sites and have become objects of great interest. 
This focus has discovered that due to the post 16th century socioeconomic transformations caused by 
population increases in Southeast China, along with the accompanying resource grabs, feng-shui 
played an important role in the people of Fujian’s efforts to create and maintain lineage organizations. 
The study reveals that the feng-shui system promoted an ideology that resulted in making people firmly 
believe in the effects created by feng-shui, in addition to its more practical use due to a widespread but 
more cynical awareness of feng-shui. This study is therefore important due to its comprehensive 
explanation of both the ideological and practical use of feng-shui in Fujian lineage organizations during 
the Ming-Qing Period as follows: 1) it fills a vacuum in Japanese research on lineage organizations; 2) it 
deepens findings from prior research in China on Fujian lineage organizations; 3) it corrects the trend in 
feng-shui research to focus solely on the ideology of individuals that deeply believe in feng-shui. 
 
